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Incorporating ñ what's onò 

For the younger winner this tells you we appreciate your 

efforts and look forward to what you can achieve in the 

years to come. Nothing beats hard work as you know. 

 

Congratulations to all of you for your efforts over the year - 

keep up your efforts and make sure that your final work in 

academic and specialist is the best you can. It is worth that 

final big effort. 

 

How lucky I am to have something that makes saying 

goodbye so hard.  ~ Annie 

 

I always feel sad saying goodbye to our Year 12s who 

have contributed so much to their school. I remember when 

each of you joined our schoolï I cannot believe how fast 

that has gone. I have enjoyed my association with you and 

loved watching you develop and grow. Thank you for your 

part in the life of the VCA Secondary School over the years 

you have been here. Thank you also to your teachers who 

have all contributed to your time here, the teacher student 

working partnership is such an important one.  

 

Year 12s: we have enjoyed having you with us, good luck 

with your final examinations and assessments, and let us 

know what we can do to assist you to the end. We will 

watch with interest and pride your efforts in the years to 

come. 

 

Why can't we get all the people together in the world 

that we really like and then just stay together?  I guess 

that wouldn't work.  

Someone would leave.  

Someone always leaves.  

Then we would have to say 

good-bye.  I hate good-

byes.  I know what I need.  I 

need more hellos.  ~Charles 

M. Schulz 

 

We wish you great hellos on 

the many journeys you will 

undertake. Think of us and we 

will think of you and we will be 

together. Safe travels my 

friends.ò 

 

COLIN SIMPSON 
 

Principalôs Report 
 

I thought I would share with 

parents my comments at last 

weekôs Awards Ceremony. 

 

ñWelcome to our annual celebration of 

excellence 

 

This assembly is a special one for us 

as it offers the opportunity for us all to 

celebrate the commitment to 

excellence that is a key feature of all areas of life and work 

at this school. 

 

This assembly also offers us the opportunity to say 

goodbye to our year 12s as this is the last time that they 

will be with us as a whole school.    

 

Excellence as we all know is not easily achieved. These 

awards acknowledge that it is necessary to spend many 

hours of dedication and to apply a highly self disciplined 

approach in order to achieve success. These awards also 

recognize the ability of students to seek improvement and 

be good citizens of our school. 

 

These awards also acknowledge the important role that our 

school has in both education and training. 

 

There are many significant achievements of our students 

that we celebrate together; however, today we will be 

focusing on the awards offered to those members of our 

school community who have achieved the highest 

standards in their Academic, Dance and Music studies. 

These are most generously supported by the Robert Salzer 

Foundation. 

 

Of course our three main awards are given today. The 

Lenton Parr Academic Award, The John Hopkins Music 

Award and The Anne Woolliams Dance Award represent 

the very best we can give to you married with your best 

efforts. The linking of these outstanding individuals to the 

awarded students recognizes your work and future 

potential. It is a significant statement by us to put you on 

our honour board. 
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Junior Music ï Most Improved 
Nominations 
Alex Borg, Kailen Cresp-Smith, Joel Davies, Luke Severn 
Winners Kailen Cresp-Smith and Luke Severn 
 
THE CUMMINS LITERATURE AWARD 
Winner Danielle Capill 
 
THE KOLARIK OUTSTANDING VISUAL ARTIST AWARD 
Winner Holly Dowding 
 
CONTEMPORARY DANCE AWARD 
Nominations 
Madeline Harms, Jamie Manser, Holly Mason 
Winner Madeline Harms 
 
JAZZ DANCE AWARD 
Nominations 
Michael Ramsay, Holly Mason, Abigail Smith 
Winner, Holly Mason 
 
YEAR TWELVE DANCE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Nominations 
Madeline Harms, Jessica Buckley 
Winner, Madeline Harms, Jessica Buckley 
 
YEAR 7-10 TAP, ACROBATIC AND WORLD DANCE AWARDS 
YEAR 7-10 TAP 
Nominations 
Georgina Frazer, Lucy-May Pitt, Emily Anketell 
Winner Emily Anketell 
 
YEAR 7-10 ACROBATICS 
Nominations 
Tara Malishev, Calvin Richardson, Damian Meredith, Nathan 
Lightbody 
Winner Nathan Lightbody 
 
YEAR 7-10 WORLD DANCE 
Nominations  
Amanda Mitrevski, Michael Ramsay, Anna Magrath 
Winner Amanda Mitrevski 
 
THE ROBERT SALZER VOICE AWARD 
Winner Georgia Wilkinson 
 
OUTSTANDING SOLOIST AWARD 
Winner Nicholas Waters 
 
CHAMBER MUSIC AWARD 
Winners Olivia Hally & Melina van Leeuwen 
 
COMPOSERS AWARD 
Winner Courtney Williams 
 

COLIN SIMPSON, PRINCIPAL 

School Awards 2009 
We are very proud of the following award winners last Friday. 
 
THE PRINCIPALôS AWARD Winner Jessica Lindon 
SCHOOL CITIZENSHIP AWARD Winner Kate Walker 
 
SENIOR MUSIC AWARD ï THE JOHN HOPKINS AWARD 
Nominations 
Alden Cai, Olivia Hally, Melina van Leeuwen, Nicholas Waters, Sariah 
Xu 
Winner Alden Cai 
 
SENIOR DANCE AWARD ï THE ANNE WOOLLIAMS AWARD 
Nominations 
Jessica Buckley, Madeleine Graham, Kirby Casilli 
Winner Madeleine Graham 
 
SENIOR ACADEMIC AWARD ï THE LENTON PARR AWARD 
Nominations 
Olivia Hally, Matthew Hayes, Cassandra Horsman, Teale Nicholls, 
Melina van Leeuwen, Kate Walker, Courtney Williams, Claire Di Lallo 
Brittany Haws, Brittany Page 
Winner Cassandra Horsman 
 
JUNIOR DANCE AWARD 
Nominations 
Georgina Frazer, Corey Herbert, Harry Davis, Calvin Richardson 
Emily Anketell, Ashley McKimmie 
Winner Calvin Richardson 
 
JUNIOR MUSIC AWARD 
Nominations 
Ling Ling Chen, Ye Seul (Kathy) Jin, Ziggy Johnston, Margaret Kong 
Rachel Soo 
Winner Ziggy Johnstone 
 
JUNIOR ACADEMIC AWARD 
Nominations 
Ashleigh Bennett, Luke Severn, Ye Suel (Kathy) Jin, Jessie Hamilton 
Tara Malishev, Ziggy Johnson, Rachel Soo, Shirin Nurmohamed 
Winner Luke Severn 
 
SCHOOL ENCOURAGEMENT AWARDS 
Senior Academic ï Most Improved 
Nominations 
Jessica Buckley, Alexander Larielle, Holly Dowding, Morgan Crowley 
Phoebe Tait 
Winner Alexander Larielle  
 
Senior Dance ï Most Improved 
Nominations 
Michael Ramsay, Kieran McMahon, Kirby Casilli, Alexander Larielle, 
Mitchell Powell, Megan Reid-Streyls 
Winner Kirby Casilli 
 
Senior Music ï Most Improved 
Nominations 
Danielle Capill, Nicholas Chatwin-Digregorio, Claire Di Lallo, Kim 
Falconer, Matthew Hayes, Teale Nicholls, Ioana Tache 
Courtney Williams 
Winner Kim Falconer 
 
Junior Academic ï Most Improved 
Nominations 
Daniel Tabone, Alicia Thompson, Nicholas Davis, Damian Meredith 
Tristan Gross, Christopher Wong 
Winner Daniel Tabone 
 
Junior Dance ï Most Improved 
Nominations 
Nicola Morsley, Anna Magrath, Nicholas Fleming, Christen Pantinyotis, 
Owen Wells 
Nicholas Davis, Ashleigh McKimmie 
Winners Owen Wells & Ashleigh McKimmie 
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Spring Jazz 

Congratulations to the music team and Mary Jo 

Kelly and Ian Whitehurst in particular for an 

outstanding Tuesday night at Spring Jazz held at 

the terrific Bennett's Lane 

 

The concert was fantastic and ranks as one of my 

most enjoyable this year. One highlight for me was 

the reception our senior students gave to the Junior 

Jazz Ensemble. They were good!!! Some photos are 

included on this page. 

 

It was a wonderful night overall, the music 

camaraderie and respect for Mary Jo and Ian was 

evident and a credit to our school and them. 

 

óO Pepô play at the Williamstown RSL 1-4 on 1 

November.  Their advertisement is in this 

newsletter. Join them this day. 

 

Well done music team and thanks. 

 

COLIN SIMPSON, PRINCIPAL 

  
 

Dates Term 4 

23 October Friday Year 12 Tutorial   

3 November Tuesday Melbourne Cup Day   

5 November Thursday Junior Solos 6.00 pm 

6 November Friday Junior Solos 6.00 pm 

9-13 November   VCASS Examinations   

9 November Monday Year 10 & Year 11 Creative Dance Season tickets on sale   

13 November Friday All Year 7 to10 work due   

19 November Thursday SRC Celebration lunch   

20 November Friday Graduation 7.00 pm 

28 November Saturday RAD/Cecchetti  (End of Year Performance) 1.00pm 

1 December Tuesday Junior Compositions Concert 6.00 pm 

2-3 December   Year 11 Creative Dance Season 7.00pm 

3-4 December   Junior Outreach Program   

4 December Friday  Last Day Year 10   

7 December Monday  Alternative Program   

7 December Monday  Lockers empty   

8-9 December   Year 10 Creative Dance Season, 
6.30pm Tuesday 6.30 & 8.30pm Wednesday  

10 December Thursday  Junior Social 7.00 pm 

10 December Thursday  Newsletter final   

17 December Thursday  School picnic   
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An Event for Music Students 
 
LUKE PAULDINGðVCASS MUSIC ALUMNI 

From: 3MBS FM Date: 15/10/2009 2 PM 

 
 

 
 
Dear Supporter,  
I am writing to tell you about a very special event coming 
up on the 3MBS calendar, the 2009 3MBS Young 
Performer Award Concert. 
Please join us and support the up and coming musicians in 
our community!  
21st 3MBS Young Performer Award  

is on  

Sunday 25 October 2.30pm 
Melba Hall, Melbourne University  

Come and support the competitors and be there when the 
winner is announced! 

Past winners of the event include Amir Farid, Rebecca 
Chambers, Liwei Qin.  

The 2009 competitors are the next generation of fine 
music.  

Tickets $15 Full Price and $10 Concession 
Booking line: 9416 1072 

Or buy on the door.  
Competitors: Winners of the Musical Society of Victoria's 

Hephzibah Menuhin Memorial and Armstead Singing 
Award. 

Categories: Piano, Wind Instrument, String Instrument and 
Voice. 

Adjudicators: Miwako Abe, Lynette Casey-Brereton, 
David Griffiths and Len Vorster, including the Premiere 

Performance of The Abundance of Breath commissioned 
work by Luke Paulding, the winner of the David Henkels 

Composition Award.  
  Celebrating its 21st year, the 3MBS Young Performer 

Award is an event not to be missed.  The consistent 
standard of musicianship makes this event one of 

Australia's most prestigious music competitions.  The 
honour roll of previous winners reads like a ówho's who' of 
fine music.  From early winners Rebecca Chambers, Liwei 
Qin and Rohan de Korte through to recent winners Amir 

Farid, Stephen Ma and Yo-Yo Su. These performers have 
used the momentum gained by winning this award to 

launch their careers nationally and internationally.  
More information at: http://www.3mbs.org.au/news.html  
We look forward to seeing you there!  

Applications for 2010 International Exchange to 
Lyc®e Racine in Paris 
The International Exchange to Lyc®e Racine in 
Paris will take place around Easter 2010. Year 10 
French students who will be ongoing in their French 
studies next year are eligible to apply.  This will be 
the sixth year of our exchange, which has proved 
most successful so far. 
 
The two selected students will spend a month living 
with their French host family and attending school. It 
is planned that their student counterparts from Paris 
will return to us in July 2010. Our students will gain 
enormously from this exciting experience,  
linguistically and culturally, and will have the  
opportunity to continue their specialist studies and 
training while in Paris.  
 
Applications are now with the  
students ï more detailed  
information is available there,  
including selection criteria. 
Written applications are due on 
Thursday 12th November by 
3:00pm.  Interview of applicants  
will take place one week later.  
Please contact me with any  
queries. 
Bonne chance!    

HEATHER LEVISTON, LINGUISTIC EXCHANGE COORDINATOR 
AND HEAD OF LANGUAGES 

mailto:3MBS_FM@mail.vresp.com
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?3MBSFM/d7a433eb07/0fe1e053d9/0e15146a2a


Special Notice 
Please be reminded that EXAM week for Years 10 &11 

is scheduled for November 9 ï 13. 

During the exam  week students will only attend their 

exams and any specialist subjects they are advised to 

through the Dance and Music  schedule. 

 

The exam timetable will be made available on 

SharePoint. 

 

Students are reminded to talk with all of their teachers 

about their upcoming exams and the best way to 

manage their study program. Please note that mobile 

phones will be collected from students as they enter the 

exam room and placed in labelled envelopes. Students 

will not be permitted to leave the exam room before the 

end of the session. 

 

The Examination timetable is on the back page of this 

newsletter. 

 

HILARY BLAND 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 

Children's Week is next week 
Children's Week will be launched at the Melbourne Zoo 

on Sunday 25 October 2009 with free entry for children 

15 years and under. 

The fun day will commence with a variety of child-

friendly activities in various locations around the 

Melbourne Zoo. 

Bring your family along and join in the array of fun and 

free activities on offer. From tai chi, óGo for your lifeô 

activities and crafty animal fun to 

face painting, Chinese lantern 

and wacky musical instrument 

workshops, there is something to 

suit children of all ages. 
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Cyber Bullying 
Multimedia technologies have created new domains in 

which young people learn and interact. Technology such 

as mobile phones, SMS, in-phone cameras, emails and 

chat rooms can be an effective way to learn and a great 

way to communicate. Unfortunately some people use 

this technology to bully others by sending threatening or 

unwanted messages or spreading nasty rumours. 

Netalert defines cyber bullying as: 

"Bullying that is carried out through an internet service, 

such as email, chat room, discussion group or instant 

messaging. It can also include bullying through mobile 

phone technologies such as short messaging service 

(SMS). Examples of cyber bullying include teasing, 

spreading rumours online, ending unwanted messages, 

or defamation." 

A recent survey conducted by Netalert revealed that: 

¶ 16% of children said they had been bullied online, 

while 14% were bullied through their mobile 

phone, with boys and girls experiencing similar 

levels 

¶ younger children were more likely to be bullied 

online, with older children more likely through their 

mobile phone 

We want to raise awareness in the school community 

about: 

¶ the seriousness of cyber bullying, its impact on 

those being bullied, and how this bullying 

behaviour is unacceptable; 

¶ the need to inform the school if the student is 

being cyber bullied, or if the student is aware that 

another student is being cyber bullied; 

¶ prevention methods such as protecting studentsô 

phone numbers and not responding to SMS 

messages 

 

Cyber bullying is a criminal offence. Students should 

be safe and private on line and tell a trusted adult if 

they are being bullied. 
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SRC EVENTS 
 
Cake Stall 
The junior and senior SRC raised a total of $387.90 from 
our cake stall and pyjama fundraising activities last 
Thursday. This money will be sent to the Red cross to 
help aid the victims of the Samoan tsunami. 
Many thanks to all the students and teachers who  
supported this event by either baking/donating cakes etc, 
wearing PJs or buying food at our delicious cake stall. 

 
Chocolate Drive 
Cadbury chocolates will be available to purchase from 
next week. They will cost $1.20 each and the money 
raised will help fund the junior formal and other projects.  
If any students can assist the SRC and help sell a box 
please see me in the staff room.  There will be a junior 
SRC meeting period 9 on Tuesday to organise this  
fundraising drive.  All junior SRC students will be  
expected to attend. 
SENIOR SRC MEETING - Recess on Thursday 

(10:00am)   
NICOLE DEMASI, SRC CO-ORDINATOR 
 
Dance Alumni coming óhomeô to VCASS 
for Senior Dance Assessments 
Tristan Message former Senior Artist with The Australian 

Ballet and now Ballet Lecturer at The Australian Ballet 

School is assessing our year 12 Dancers this week. 

 

Lucas Jervies, former dancer of The Australian Ballet and 

now international choreographer and a VCASS Alumni 

has been a guest teacher this week for our senior dance 

students years 10 and 11. Also a special guest teacher 

this week is Simone Goldsmith, former Principal Artist of 

The Australian Ballet has been teaching our year 10 and 

11 female students. 

Photos from top left clockwise:- Tristan Message in Suite en Blancô and óThe breath 

of Maryô - Lucas Jervies in photo images from Scapino Ballet repertoire, and Simone 

Goldsmith with Steven Heathcote in óRomeo and Julietô, and Simone in an article 

about teaching. 



 

 

 
 
 

t 03 8644 8644 f 03 8644 8699    57 Miles Street, Southbank 3006 Victoria Australia    victorianarts.ss@edumail.vic.gov.au    www.vcass.vic.edu.au 

Page 6 

VICTORIAN COLLEGE OF THE ARTS SECONDARY SCHOOL, 57 MILES STREET SOUTHBANK VICTORIA 3006 AUSTRALIA 

A LEADING GOVERNMENT SCHOOL AND EDUCATOR OF YOUNG TALENTED DANCERS AND MUSICIANS 

THE ACADEMIC SCHOOL FOR THE AUSTRALIAN BALLET SCHOOL, GYMNASTICS VICTORIA, NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR CIRCUS 

ARTS AND DIVING VICTORIA 

PRINCIPAL COLIN SIMPSONðASSISTANT PRINCIPAL HILARY BLANDðHEAD OF ACADEMIC PAUL NUCCIð 

HEAD OF DANCE TIM STOREYðHEAD OF MUSIC MICHAEL SARGEANTð 

HEAD OF STUDENT SERVICES NEIL ADAM 

 PICK ME UP AT THE SCHOOL ENTRANCE AND TAKE IT HOME OR SIGN UP TO ENEWSLETTERðNEWSLETTER@VCASS.VIC.EDU.AU 

A Special Visit by Dance Alumni 
On Monday morning, we had a surprise visit from two 
dance alumni, Lucy Green and Eli Cooper.  
Accompanying Eli was his friend and Dance Captain 
from Princess Line Cruises, John Doull.   Lucy, Eli and 
John were given a tour of VCASS new home and then 
spoke to our year 10, 11 and 12 dancers imparting 
valuable information and tips on their careers thus far.   
Congratulations to Lucy Green who has just received 
a full time contract with the Royal New Zealand Ballet 
(commencing in January 2010) and Eli has been  
given another 17 month contract with the Princess 
Line based from Melbourne and cruising through 
Caribbean circuit, Mediterranean circuit, Norway  
and Icelandic circuit and Canada New England 
circuits.    Well done Lucy and Eli, you are an 
inspiration for us all. 

JENNY PURCELL 

Lucy Green photos on left and  

Eli Cooper photos above and below 


