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FROM THE PRINCIPAL The Junior School Camp is next 

week. Please make sure that your 
children follow the packing list and 
bring all they need, but not too much! 
I believe the bushfire crisis is over so 
the camp procedures as normal.  Mr. 
Button—teacher in charge—and Mr. 
Adam will check all safety and 
evacuation processes for me. I will 
spend next Thursday at the camp, 
which I look forward to. Please 
remember I have asked you to 
support us in making this camp ‘nut 
free’. We have a number of 
Anaphylaxis children in our school 
and their safety is paramount to us. 
 
Billy Elliot Productions: I promised 
more discussion about our new 
students: It has been wonderful 
having the ‘Billy Elliot’ Billy’s and 
Michael’s with us in 2009. The show 
continues its 26 week season and I 
urge you to get in early as the tickets 
will get harder to get as time passes. The boys have fitted in 
so well and we are proud to call them VCASS students. They 
are great lads and along with our other students have great 
futures ahead of them. As you know our initial school of 200 
has built a fine reputation as an academic provider to elite 
performing arts and sports people— from our point of view 
we are so lucky to have these young people with us they add 
to our community. 
 
Thank you to all the families who came to meet with us at 
last weeks Parent and Teacher interviews.  From our point of 
view it was highly productive and it was good to meet new 
parents and work towards giving students good feeback.       
I told all students who had a ‘Needs Improvement’ on their 
report to ask that teacher exactly what they needed to do to 
address that concern.  
 
There is no newsletter next week. Have a lovely Autumn 
vacation and Easter. Our best wishes to you for the break and 
we will look forward to seeing everyone bright and fresh on 
the first day of term two. 
 
Auditions open on that date for VCASS in 2010 and we are 
already working on planning for that year. Did you realise too 
that next term is our last term here at the St Kilda Road site, 
and then our school moves on to a whole new life!! 
  

COLIN SIMPSON 
 

 

Our Studio Performances are at 
Chunky Move Thursday & Friday 
nights, which adds another 
dimension to our dance program. We 
thank our dance staff and students 
who have coped with restricted 
studio use, travelling to Dance World 
and a more complex situation than 
normal. All I can say is when you are 
in our new studios all the frustration 
will be forgotten, but I appreciate the 
low level of complaint about the 

situation. 
 

Rosina Gannon and Marina Marinias have been working with 
other regional teachers on a new literacy and numeracy 
approach which will add to our work with some of our students 
who struggle, and give them better results. Part of this is a focus 
on reading. 
 

As long standing students know I like to share my reading. I 
recently finished ‘A Long Time Coming’ by Evan Thomas (Author), 
Staff of Newsweek (Editor) which is about the US election in 
2008. It is fascinating for those interested in the US political 
processes and reflects a time of hope and change taken over by 
an economic disaster. It reads like a good novel. I am now 
reading a ‘scary’ novel. ‘Let the Right One In’ by John Ajvide 
Lindqvist, is a vampire novel and in truth I am not sure why I am 
reading it, but it is on the edge reading and story telling and I 
think we all love a good scare! A balance to the teen ‘Twilight’ 
series I read in 2008. 
 
All of us value reading and I urge you to speak to Mr. Fitzgerald 
about our latest offerings, he is a great support for my reading, 
but don't blame the vampire novel on him! 
 
Parents: Our learning tells us that all children need to read 90 
minutes a day, at school and home and in as many different 
modes as possible. At home I often choose books for my children 
for gifts or rewards and share my reading with them. I get both 
newspapers at home each day. We have many opportunities for 
reading in our school and books everywhere, in our new school 
we have our beautiful library with a Reading Room which is 
supported by our classroom libraries. I ask students to be brave 
in your reading, look for fiction and non-fiction everyday and use 
reading in your research. Oh and if you are allowed, the odd 
vampire novel might be ok...but make it age appropriate and ask 
your parents to lock all the doors tight at night! 
 
I plan to share my top ten must reads in term two, my son and I 
have been discussing this as part of his school work and it has 
been great fun to discuss and share this with him. 
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HEAD OF DANCE 
Dancers, why do we work so hard? 
I can’t change my body…….much – but I can fully develop the 
attributes that I have and I can develop my advantages to the full. For 
example, if I work to increase my hamstring flexibility and strength it will 
become less noticeable (due to the height of my leg in extensions) that 
my outward rotation is limited. I can concurrently work on both 
maximising the range of my rotation and developing the strength to work 
at my maximum range. 
My body will not change much - but I can develop what is there – over a 
long time period – with a lot of focus, effort and commitment. For 
example I do not have highly arched feet but if I work well and 
consistently upon articulating and stretching of my feet over time I can 
improve the arch that I have…….they will never be highly arched feet 
but they will appear more arched and have increased range of 
movement. 
My body doesn’t change much but as I grow I can take advantage of the 
window of opportunity offered to increase my range of movement as my 
physiology goes through the trauma of growth and development. As my 
bones lengthen and develop my muscles, tendons and soft tissues are 
stretched as part of that process. If I work well and hard they will stretch 
and develop in the way that I want them to! 
My body won’t change a lot but by the time I finish intensive training 
through the teenage years of my life my body will look and move quite 
differently to what it would have had I not worked hard on the details of 
my daily training. 
I can change my body……some – though it will always be my body; it 
can change into a dancer’s body through hard and thoughtful work over 
a lot of time. 
 
TIM STOREY 
 
PROGRAM SCHEDULE ACCESS ALL AREAS 
The Program Schedule for Access All Areas at The University of 
Melbourne is included for your information. See me if you require further 
information. The date is Friday 17 April. 
 
NEIL ADAM, HEAD OF STUDENT SERVICES 
 
 
 
 

Date/Month Day Event Time 

26  - 27 
March 

Thursday - 
Friday 

Dance performances 
@Chunky Move 

6.30 & 8.30 
pm 

1 April Wednesday Music Senior Chamber Recital Period 1-4 

1-3 April Wednesday – 
Thursday 

Years 7-9 School Camp 
No program at St Kilda Road for Junior  

Students 

  

3 April Friday Last day term 1 2.30pm  
dismissal 

Dates Term 2 

 

20 April Monday Term 2 starts -  
Auditions open 2010 

  

30 April Thursday Whole dance and music photos AM 

6 May Wednesday Vocal Showcase 6.00pm 

10 May Sunday MUSIC CD Launch Dizzies 
Reminder this is MOTHERS DAY 

4.00pm 

12 May Tuesday Annual Reporting Meeting 5.00pm 

13 May Wednesday School Information Sessions for    
2010 for prospective parents &  
students 

11.30am and 
1.30pm 

13 May Wednesday Music Tour departs 
Note revised date 

  

27 May Wednesday Year 10 Music Solos 6.00pm 

1 June Monday Dance tickets available 8.15am 

1-5 June Monday -      
Friday 

VCASS Examination Week   

2-3 June Tuesday-  
Wednesday 

Music Junior Solos, VCA Music 
REVISED DATES 

6.00pm 

8 June Monday Queenôs Birthday long weekend   

9-15 June Tuesday -  
Friday 

Music Assessments &  
VCE examinations 

  

18-19 June Thursday- 
Friday 

Dance performances 6.30 & 
8.30pm 

23 June Tuesday MUSIC VCASS@DIZZYôS 
NEW EVENT 

8.00pm 

26-28 June Friday- 
Sunday 

Dance tour Warrnambool   

26 June Friday  Last day term 2,  Last day St Kilda 
Road Campus 

2.30pm 
dismissal 






